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The following is an analysis of the development of public opinion

on the present Czech government and the Council of Free Czechoslovakia
and of the resistance movement in Czechoslovekia, particularly in
northwest Bohemias

The amount of personal data in the possession of the Commmists is a very
disturbing factor to the people. Nost groups are known as scon as they are

Pormed and their movements, provided they are harmless, are carvefully followed.

Comprehesnsive "live caoivd indexes" are malntained up~to-date at the Security
Departments of the Regional National Committees and probably at the party
sesretariats as well., Amateur party informers help to keep these cards cure
rant, and they record conversations; associations, new friendships, and other
infornation. . In addition there is a secret network of inforuers whose
mmes are kept in topesecret files at the Regional National Commitiees and
who have no knowledge of each other and pretend they ars reactionsries or
are belng perseccuted, They are probably well paid and apparently they are
agaigned to rural districts as well. A1l this results in an exchange of de-
mxeciations,

Imsortant security reports are concentrated in the reglonal offices. Arrest
warrants enclosed in sealed envelopes are handed simultaneously ito several
officials, both civilian and uniformed, who may open the envelopes only ea
route, Varlous iraps are set alsc for merbers of the SNB to make certain of
their relianvility. There has been 2 wholesale purge of the SHB, even of
persons who have besen favorably received bty Comsmmnist Party cedres. and they
ara being replaced oy young, slow=thinking faratices from the working classes.

In the course of exiensive arrests made in the Liberec ares some months age,
it was found that the resistance movement had killed one of their own men
waom they had balieved to be an informer,

Somaz of the trials are not even mentioned in the press. For instance, a trial
waz held et Novy Bydzov on 19 May 1950, vhen several persons were given life
gantences.

After 20 May there was a series of incidents leading to many arvests. An
explosion cccurred in a kiosk of the Rude Prave, the Communist Pariy official
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duily newspaper. A clandeitine radio-transmibter was discovered, a boub
exploded at a party secreicriat in lelnik or Usti where one SNB man was
reported to bave been killed, and files disap. eared from the security

office of the Vrchlabi Natiunel Committee., Consequently, alerts vere
intensified, road crossings vere guarded b SNB men arred with autometic
weapons, versonal docuent ciecks on trains were mede, and party secreteriats
were gunrded by reinforced p: trols of the militia, Simultaneously s wild
weva of rumors soread over tle country. There were reports of bombs being
thrown into certain party offices end of daring exploits by parachutists like
those bruited during lae Germin occupation. 4s a matter of fact, wbenever ihe
wilitia is asked to furnish riinforced patrols to guard factories at night
a1d o be on the alert, it is told that saboteur-perachutists have been re-
norted, Factoriss display poiters which varn the workers of the enemy end
remind them not to divulge fautory affairas to their families. As a result
some workers have become quit: nervous, a condition which may be attributable
4o material reasons rather thia to ideological ones.

Otherwise, corplete political apathy towards Communism exists. DLoterprises
sre bullied from the top by a “ew political fanatics as was the case during
the German protectorate. Work:rs have noticed, however, that it is those
fonaties who provit the nost saterially and personally.

Apart from the usual acainiscrative devartrenss, all major industiial firms
hove three ideologicnl adminiitrative sections: cultural, seeuwrity and cadre.
These sectioms require the workers to £ill ou elaborate questisnmaires cover=
ing such informetion as the "ulass afl 11i~tions" of their wives, brothers,
sisters and parents; their previous and present political views; and thelr
service in the aruy. espocially with the western Czechoslovak forces. Inten=
+ionally inaccuratc answers rasult in discharge, work in the mines, or other
ounishment. Obwiously these s:ctions maintain card indexes.

Heeruitment of re¥iable persons for the workers’® militia continues but without
rmch suecess as the workers, cven the Comrunists, are not eager to join the
wilitian. Worker feel s sense of shame st aping the actions of the Nazis and

ihey algo Tear similar future reprisels. At the same time more permanent factory
puprds are being recruited. Iraining of the nilitia is being intensified ard
cormanders often have greater powers than those of the SHB.

Rifles are kep! in sifes in the plants. Weapons allocated to the Communist
secretnriats ure distibuted in swall quantities to the most reliable Communir -~
snd ore kept in their 'wmes .nder guard, which frequently consists of as many
ne three SUB ven, Nos, of t'» active merbers of the Commmist routh over 16
vears of age havs: alsc been riven pistols.

"he results of electirns of workers® shop cowncils wer in accordance with the
wishes of thn secretoriats, and in many cases the chiefe of electlon committees
vere given rrders on how to falsify election returns. The 3takhanovite movement
is very unropulsr ard has achieved only disunity among the workers, Shock workers
are usual’y selecte., not becanse of real perfeiTance, but beeause of political
aetivities, and this procedure is considered by the workers to be unfair anc

aven wid'eulcus,

e penral attitwe of the neople is like thet in existence during the

Gorman rccupation. There are the usual whispering cam-aigns and anti-Com-
runist jokes, but any people do not dare risk more than these. Scms axe~
hanstim is evidensed by both the Cormunists end the populace. Forelzn broad-
cnets are listened to more generally than during the war but they are not taken
as seriously. The most effective broadeasts cre those containing information

or crrents on the people at home. Any hint of appeasement evokes a feeling

of d-rression, cently atierpts at apreasement have not been reported very
fregiently, to tiz relief of the people. Little is being done ic popularize

the ‘ovneil of Mee Czechoslovakis, and its pronouncements are therefore often
not noticed., Tr: people feel trat this council is composed of oo many right-
winy oliticiar,. who are not quite in acecord with present political developments.
ipliides now tiud towards the left, and every party ought to consider this problem
or i vay leosc its supporters at home.

Ing‘lucns promganda is also being employed ir an atitempt to disparage the pre-
war republic -ad is proving to be partly suceessful . * It would therefore be
desitable, provided thot conditions within the Council of Free Gzechoslovakia
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perwit, to set up 2 program to deal with this problem, A statement from the
sezaeil might help to counteract this soreading dangerous psychosis. Anothar
preblem is the fear aroused by the return of the Germans to the border creas.
it iz likely thnt the position of the council in this matter may be a difficult
one, but any declaratlon of policy to allay this fear would definitely enhance
the etatus of the council,

13.] In view of these signs of apathy and exhaustion, it is suggested that morais
pe wolstered by e simple and inexpensive noverent covering the entire country.
Some symbol like the wartime "V for Victory" or the Poligh "Ancor" movement
might be effective. Ieaflet campalgns are useless because of the widespread
listening to foreign broadcasts, and any underground group that distributes gsuch
leaflets is raking o *ragie mistake., It would be more useful to flocd the
sountry at » given moment with & good booklet of lasting value, perhaps one
sortaining the program of the council in Weshin;ton. Such a booklet would
of course have to be vrinted abroad.

14, The pelitical parities should also rake greater efforts to maintain their
orpanizations at home despite the fact that they ray be collaborating fully
abrosd. In this way they wonld not only keep their ranks closed but would
aleo help to maintain the spirit of democracy throughout the nation, Comrunist
propaganda touches every phase of life and by every means. Whether the people
want it or not, it leaves its rarks and it cannot bs counteracted by foreign
broadjcasts alone, Comrunist propaganda works like the continuous drop of water
that cuts rock. loreover, it can point te the levelling influence of Comrmunism
on the social structure, which is particulerly true in social and cultursl
metters. Therefore, the myth that the Cormunists hold a monopoly on social

l progress rust be desiroyed.

15, Despite the frequent trials of so-called enemies of the gtate and an awvarsness
of the brutality of the police, there is less fear among the people than
axisted during the lHazi ocoupation. Only a swall number of people have the
character, courage =nd ability to risk all in active resistance. It is also
more Gifficult to hide o porson working underground than it was during the war
winee both sides are now more heavily infiltrated. During the war the eremy
spoke Germen, and all Czechs were friends. Todaey that difference does nct
exist and each side is infiltrated with adherents of the other,

16, Unfortumately a large number of people have joined the Communists for personsl
giin, tany of them iry to excuse themsalves before non-Communists; these persons
are found particularly in all government and local offices., About 10 percent
of the popul~tion consists of ardent Communists, and another 10 percent of ardemb
son-Cormunists. Of the laster a smaller percentage is availnble far active
resistance work.,

17, HMembers and minor officials within the Communist Party are becoming aware of
signs of a party crisis. lMembers are losing thelir enthusiasm and becoming
passive. There is a growing disillusionment among sore of the older, ldealistic
Communists, and disappointrment among those whose personal ambitions have not
been sstisfled. This does not rerresent an ewergence of "Titoism", of which
there are very few indications.

18, Iarpge numbers of arry reservists are being continually called up for training
which consists, however, almost entirely of politieal schooling. This echooling
seore to be ineffective and many reservists are persecuted for non-conformance.
For instance, one scldier vas asked by the political instructor what he knew
of rresident Gottweld. He replied that he knew nothing because in school he
had learned only nbout Presidents iasaryk and Benes. There was no imzediate
senction but in the evening his locker was searched, and when photographs of
Progident Benes and Vasaryk were found among his belongings, he was court-
martialled and senteaced to eight months of rigorous imprisontent. This
sontence was not published in the order of the day. Another soldier spoka
{sic) to his commander, a steff captain one day, and the next day he was
ascorting this officer under strong guard to the prison. Political card
indexes are also kept by fe army. As a result of purges, the officer class
1g being replenished with Inexpsriencedyouths who are loyal to the party.
Lisutenants are 19 years old, staff captains 26,

19, There have been reports from Horavia of regular militery slerts and of com~

struction %’p%‘%’\?ejg%%%t&gﬁ%isﬁn ?%éﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ-0%4&@05900480004-5
.’\']«‘.k:rf\l |




»

25X1

2l.

2,

CONF
v Approved EQWW%5%9480020§§1

CINTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY |:|
-l -

The arny is uvninterruptedly corvecting, improving and modifying the procedure
for calling reservists, The latest version includes a railroad ticket.
vreparations are being completed for complete mobilization even to the sxtent

of comrandeering large hotels and sanatoria for military hospitals and require
ing medieal personuel to agree to perform extra medical duties. Ixtraordinary
security measures in case of mobilization have already been drawn up and sernt

to the repgional adwinistrations., These measures include large-scale arrests

aund] |executions to break the spirit of the resistance.

The more intellipent Slovaks and Czechs in the arry are gradvally reaching a
ravport again, One reason for this is the firm anti-Corrunist line taken by
the Ozech bishops.*™ Today the church is the only body that has succeeded in
keering up overt resistance, and he attitude of the clergy is often quite
ckable., Triests find ways to impart messages from the pulpit even in the
presence of Communist observers and to belittle instructions issued Ly the
Comriunist action committees. WNormsl church processions are forbidden on the
pround that priests have no positive attitude towsrds popular demoeracy and,
therefore, they cannot assure corder and calm,

The national Sokol moverent is «lowlng dying., The old anti-Communist menbers
are passive since the government has taken over Sokol and they protest only
by shaying awvay Cron meetings.

The resistence of the farming population to the cooperative farms is great
aince the farmers are aware thet the cooperatives are an intermediste means

of eollectivization and the last step leadirg to the Kolkhozes, There are six
types of collective farrms, the last one being the Kolkhoz. Resistance of the
farmers 1s so firm thot in the Jiein region, for example, farmers did their
plowing by harnessing their covs to the plows rather than by using the tractors
from the machine cooperatives. The SMB intervened by forcibly detaching ithe
cows Tron the plows. Othan then this type of protest the farming element has
not heen able te rise to any organized, high-level reasistance rovemert. Acts
of real resistance have so far been undertaken by the sunporders of the Populists
(the Catholic Party) and of the National Socialists (Czech Socialist or lenes!
party) and to a lesser degree by the Social Democrats. There is scarcely any
trace of the agrarian or tradesmen rovements,

Iz the reglon of the Jachymov uranium wines, the froe workers, in contrast to
conviel lebor, have too much money. This they spend on drink, garbling and
gensral dissipation which result in chaos in the work shifts,

[:::;::::]Qggmgggz “he propogande takes ihe following form: "What is the use of
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having all the goods you want on display in shopwindows if you cannot buy them
and you are unerployed, loft to starve at the slightest whim of the capitalist
ouners of the factories? Ue, the Communist govermnment, have banned this speecter
from your minds," lany workers who livedthrough the years of depression before
ihe war are easily influenced by such arguments,

| |Cqmment: One of the prinelpal reasons for the rift between Czechg and

25

25

Sioveks since the Communist coup is that the Slovaks sre predominantly anti-

Soclall t as well as anti-Communist and they have, somewhat unfairly, blamed

the Uzechs for playing into the hands of the Communists, Nevertheless the

Sloveks are also very devoted Catholies, and the anti-Comrunist leadership of

the Gzech bishops is obviously bringing the fwo sectlons of the couniry closer

Logether, Other reporte of a rapprochement have besn received from[ |
ifferent arecs.
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